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influence is thrown about pupils in our 
American schools and colleges today. 

But the spirit of the new age is declaring 
that this is not enough, that there is no 
sufficient reason for the exclusion of formal 
instruction in the Bible from the schools of 
the land, even though we rightly continue 
the policy of separation of church and state. 
Hence modern idealism is attempting to 
provide for thoroughgoing instruction in 
biblical subjects. True, the forms which 
this attempt is taking are bewildering in 
their variety and there is even confusion, 
but men are feeling that, whatever method 



may be adopted, essential religion, that 
which exalts the things of the human spirit 
over things physical and material, must be 
taught in schools and colleges in such 
manner as to give faith in the eternal 
significance of life and the world, reverence 
for the sacredness of the individual person, 
and a sense of simple trust in God. Leaders 
today are more than ever seeking the 
religious basis for education and are empha- 
sizing more strongly than heretofore that 
essential religion must continue to be 
the inspiration of the highest educational 
ideals. 



CHURCH EFFICIENCY 



H. Stanley Emery, in the April Hartford 
Seminary Record, writes of settlement work 
in the country under the title, "A Vision 
of Rural Work." Applying the "settle- 
ment idea " to Christian work in the country, 
the minister of the gospel finds himself at 
his post, not limited in sympathy to the 
members of his own immediate congrega- 
tion as comprising all the people in the com- 
munity he cares to know, but striving to be 
servant of all, everywhere doing good. His 
interest in everything which has to do with 
the welfare of all his fellow-men soon at- 
tracts men and women of similar spirit, 
and without any formal organization the 
influence of those who think alike and will 
naturally act alike sooner or later becomes 
the guiding force in the development of the 
life of the entire region. 

Of course, this multiplication of interests 
and associations will involve increasing 
responsibilities. It may, for example, lead 
the minister to the task of house-to-house 
visitation, a careful sociological study of a 
township, or, even better, may lead him to 
join a fellow-minister in this important un- 
dertaking. Perhaps a couple of laymen will 
become sufficiently interested to join the 
effort with conveyances of their own, and 
in a comparatively short time such a com- 



pany of workers possesses a most valuable 
record of this township. Neighboring town- 
ships will probably be included and in a 
relatively brief period the whole country 
round about may be intimately known, 
facts and conditions studied at first hand, 
and the forces of moral and social uplift 
so organized and inspired as to bring gratify- 
ing results. 

Perhaps a social center can be found and 
a worker established there. The co-oper- 
ation of the local school teacher could in 
most cases be enlisted and the schoolhouse 
used as a social center for the settlement 
work. Here pastor, teacher, public-spirited 
physician, progressive farmer, respected 
business man, skilled housewife could all 
find a forum for the message each could 
give just as at a city settlement house. To 
these might be added as opportunity offered 
the transient summer visitor, scholar, artist, 
musician, athlete, who could undoubtedly 
contribute to the enrichment of the life of 
the community. 

Again, the influence of this sort of work 
upon the social evils prevalent in so many 
rural communitites can be and has been of 
such nature as to put restraint upon the 
disorderly elements. In one direction alone 
almost untold benefit may result — such 
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molding of public opinion as to afford moral 
backing to officers who might wish to do 
what is right but who, lacking such support, 
sometimes fail of their duty. An experi- 
ment in one place was a great success. 
Hard cider was playing mischief in a certain 
rural community. One day a plain-clothes 
man arrived, ostensibly watching the speed 
of automobiles through the town. But 
somehow it was felt that there was a close 
connection between this man and the chief 
of police in the next city, and the effect was 
immediate. In this way might the new 
work. in the country help in developing a 
county and state constabulary system as an 
aid in securing such evidence of wrongdoing 
as private citizens cannot give and in carry- 
ing forward the task of securing conviction 
to such an extent as to restrain the corrupt- 
ing elements. 

Thus the future minister in the country, 
once considered as serving only a small com- 
munity and doing an insignificant work, may 
look forward to a large field and a noble task. 

A Suggestive Go-operative Enterprise 

Green Street Church, San Francisco, 
as reported in the Assembly Herald for June, 
is a very suggestive enterprise in religious 
co-operation, though organized as such 
scarcely a year ago. It is conducted by a 
joint committee of fifteen, five from the 
church itself, a like number of directors of 
the Congregational Conference of Northern 
California and five Presbyterians appointed 
by the presbytery of San Francisco. Rev. 
Robert Walker, superintendent of Italian 
missions of the New York City Baptist 
Mission Society, was called to the work and 
has already had remarkable success. He is 
ably assisted in the direction of the activities 
of the enterprise by his wife, three daughters, 
and a son, all of whom speak Italian fluently, 
and also by Signor G. A. Lizzi, who devotes 
his afternoons to house-to-house visitation. 



The work is positive and constructive 
in character and no attempt is made to 
criticize or undermine the work of others. 
The gospel is preached without contro- 
versy and no attempt as yet has been made 
to secure declaration of faith on the part of 
those among whom the work is being done. 
Results are coming spontaneously. 

Brotherhood in Action 

In the city of Cleveland lax enforcement 
of the laws with respect to the social evil 
and the liquor traffic has long been the cus- 
tom. The civic committee of the Baptist 
Brotherhood has set about the fight for 
better things in a positive and practical way. 
It is demanding that the city's sworn 
officials do their duty. 

United Brethren yote for Chnrch 
Union 

In the quadrennial General Conference of 
the Church of the United Brethem in Christ 
held in Decatur, Illinois, that church com- 
mitted itself unreservedly to the proposed 
policy of union with the Methodist Protes- 
tant church. It is provided in the union 
plan that the question shall first be sub- 
mitted to the annual conferences and if 
approved by a three-fourths vote, it shall 
be submitted to a popular vote of the private 
membership. If the question again obtains 
a three-fourth's majority the bishops are 
to convene the general conference for final 
ratification. The Church Union Commis- 
sion and the editors of the church papers 
were officially instructed to work in favor 
of the union idea. 



Professor Walter S. Athearn in the Drake 
University Record of August, 1013, publishes 
some helpful suggestions entitled "Music 
and Art in the Sunday School." The 
circular can be obtained by addressing 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa. 



